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The Final Stroke of Nine
for Alan Wenger

Performance Notes:

1. With the exception of the two dance sections, this piece is intended to sound blurred.
The pianist should make liberal use of the damper pedal, releasing it only as necessary to
avoid significant clashes of harmony. In very reverberant performance spaces, less pedal
will be required.

2. The marked tempos are suggestions only; performers may feel free to take the entire
piece a bit faster or slower at their discretion. However, the relationships between the
tempos must be retained. Do not adjust the tempo of only one or two sections.

3. At the performers' discretion, the first and last sections of the work (mm. 1-14 and
196-203) may be performed with the trumpet facing into the piano, playing down into the
strings.

Program Notes:

"The Final Stroke of Nine" for trumpet and piano was inspired by the final stanza of the
first section ("The Burial of the Dead") of T.S.Eliot's poem "The Wasteland." In this stanza,
Eliot references the living death of the down-trodden, modern man, looping through day
after day of routine and drudgery. In the unreal city, the "final stroke of nine" is marked
with a dead sound, appropriate for the beginning of a new work-day.

Composer Biography:

Eric Honour (b. 1970) is professor of music and director of the Center for Music Technology at the University
of Central Missouri. His compositions have been performed across the United States, Europe, and
Australasia, with performances at many national and international festivals and conferences, including
ICMC, FEMF, Spark, SCI National, International Trumpet Guild, and others. His music has been published by
Roncorp and recorded on Capstone and Innova Records. He has won widespread recognition in
competitions for both composition and performance, including the SCI National Composition Competition,
the MTNA Collegiate Artist competitions, and the ASCAP Morton Gould Young Composers Awards
competitions. His music has been performed by such notable artists as Quintet Attacca, Q-02, Quintet of the
Americas, Winston Choi, the Thelema Trio, and Quartetto Musicattuale. He is a member of the Athens
Saxophone Quartet and a well-known soloist specializing in performance of music for saxophone and
electronics. His work as an audio engineer appears on the Everview, North Star Appli, Innova, and
Independence labels. He studied saxophone and composition at the University of Florida (B.Mus,
Performer's Certificate) and Northwestern University (M.Mus, D.Mus).

For more information or to contact the composer, please visit www.erichonour.com.
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The Final Stroke of Nine
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